
County of Los Angeles
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICE

Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street, Room 713, Los Angeles, California 90012

(213) 974-1101
http://ceo.lacounty.gov

WILLIAM T FUJIOKA
Chief Executive Officer June 7,2010 Board of Supervisors

GLORIA MOLINA
First District

MARK RIDLEY-THOMAS
Second District

Justin Seastrand, Special Uses Coordinator
U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest Service
c/o Aspen Environmental Group
30423 Canwood Street, Suite 215
Agoura Hills, CA 91301

ZEV YAROSLAVSKY
Third District

DON KNABE
Fourth District

MICHAEL D. ANTONOVICH
Fifth District

Dear Mr. Seastrand:

RESPONSE TO THE RELEASE OF THE SUPPLEMENTAL DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
STATEMENT TO SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON'S TEHACHAPI RENEWABLE TRANSMISSION
PROJECT (CALIFORNIA STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NO. 2007081156)

On April 30, 2010, the U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest Service released the Supplemental Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (SDEIS) for the Tehachapi Renewable Transmission Project (Project)
proposed by Southern California Edison (SCE). On April 6, 2009, the County provided comments on the
Draft EIR/EIS to the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC). On November 30, 2009, the County
provided additional comments in response to the Final EIR/EIS for this Project to the CPUC. We have
reviewed the SDEIS and our comments and concerns are outlined in the departmental letters attached.
Although not included, the Departments of Parks and Recreation and Public Health reviewed the SDEIS
and had no additional comments.

If you have any questions, please contact Dorothea Park at (213) 974-4283, or via e-mail at
dparkLWceo.lacountV.qov. If you need clarification regarding specific comments in the attachments,
please contact the respective County department staff identified in the attached letters.

Sincerely,

WILß
Chief Executive Officer

WTF:BC
DSP:JO:os

Attachments

c: Supervisor Gloria Molina, First District
Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas, Second District
Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky, Third District
Supervisor Don Knabe, Fourth District
Supervisor Michael D. Antonovich, Fifth District
P. Michael Freeman, Fire Chief
Richard J. Bruckner, Director of Regional Planning
Gail Farber, Director of Public Works
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JLlne 2,2010
IN KIof'L Y f'Li:A~1o

REFER TO FILE: L 0-1

Mr. John Boccio, CPUC, CEQA Project Manager
Mr. Justin Seastrand, Special Uses Coordinator
c/o Aspen Environmental Group
30423 Canwood Street, Suite 215
Agoura Hils, CA 90301

Dear Mr. Boccio and Mr. Seastrand:

SUPPLEMENTAL DRAFT ENVIROMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (SOEIS)
TEHACHAPI R.ENEWABLE TRANSMISSION PROJECT

Thank you for the opportunity to review the SDEIS for the Tehachapi Renewable
Trarismission project. Southern California Edison (SCE) proposes to construct, use,
and ~maintain new and upgraded transmission infrastructure along approximately
173 miles of new and existing right of way from the Tehachapi Wind Resource Area in
Southern Kern County, south through Los Angeles County and the Angeles National
Forest, and east to the existing Mira Loma Substation in San Bernardino County.

The SDEIS reevaluates the project's effects in light of the changed conditions caused by
the Station Fire, which burned in the Angeles National Forest from August 26, 2009, to
October 16, 2009. The SDEIS also analyzes the impacts associated with certain
changes to SCE's proposed project that affects National Forest System lands.

The following comments are for your consideration and relate to the environmental
document only:

Road

We recommend that care be taken when scheduling construction on
Angeles Forest Highway, Aliso Canyon Road, Big Tujunga Canyon Road, and
Upper Big Tujunga Canyon Road. These roadways are commuter routes to the
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Los Angeles Basin, and we want to minimize impact to the commuters.
Construction permits will be required for lane/road closures or for any work within
the road right of way. The following are general comments:

1. No towers, footings, and/or transmission lines are to be constructed within

the road right of way or on any United States Forest Service

(USFS)-permitted roadways.

2. Any proposed construction within our road right of way, Or on any
USFS-permitted roadways, will require a construction permit from
Public Works' Construction Division and/or the USFS.

For any questions regarding the road comments, please contact Mr. Glenn Tong
at (661) 947-7173, Extension 230, or bye-mail at gtonq~dpw.lacountv.gov.

Ha:zards-GeotechnicaIlSoils/Geologv

The Final Environmental Impact Report adequately addresses the geotechnical
hazards and provides the appropriate mitigation. However, the original
geotechnical report by Geotechnical Consultants, Inc. (2008), with the signed
and stamped signature page, should be made- part of the SDEIS.

For any questions regarding the geology comments, please contact
Mr. Jeremy Wan at (626) 4584925 or bye-mail at jwan~dpw.lacountv.gov.

Hazards-Flood Maintenance

This project may affect several of Public Works' Flood Maintenance Division

facilities. Some of the facilities include: Eaton Wash, San Gabriel River, and the
Santa Fe Spreading Grounds. At this time, we cannot comment on the degree of
impact this project would have from a maintenance standpoint untí more specific
information such as construction plans, at a standard scale, are available.

1. This project may impact Army Corps of Engineers facilities, which may

require their review and approvaL.

2. All location maps should identify the location of Eaton Wash Dam and
Reservoir.
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3. The area affected by the proposed project contains Los Angeles County

Flood Control District facilities. If the project proposes a future connection
to any of these facilities, a connection permit from Public Works'

Construction Division is required.

4. The proposed project, Segment 11, appears to cross the back end of
Big Tujunga Reservoir and proposes to expand SeE's existing 320 foot
right of way to 360 feet. This would not have an impact on our reservoir's
operations or c1eanouts, provided the towers are located outside of the
reservoir and the Los Angeles County Flood Control District is given
written assurances that it can perform cleanouts on the reservoir bottom
(underneath the 40 foot right.of.way expansion).

If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Belinda Kwan at (626) 458-6135
or by e.rnail at bkwan~dpw.lacountv.gov.

Hazards-Water Quality

Although the response to comments on the original Environmental Impact
Report, for the proposed project, indicates that the project will not include
placement of any infrastructure within a perennial waterway, it does acknowledge
that the project may include placement of some above.ground features within
other natural drainage pathways. The Final Environmental Impact Report, for the
original project, notes that measures will be implemented to address potential
flooding impacts to those above-ground features, but does not adequately

address the potential for those same features to divert flood flows or increase
flood risk for adjacent property. Additional mitigation measures should be

proposed to address this issue as previously requested.

If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Marcela Benavides at

(626) 458-4166 or by e.mail at mbenavid~dpw.lacountv.qov.
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If you have any other questions or require additional information, please contact
Mr. Toan Duong at (626) 458-4921 or bye-mail at tduong~dpw.lacounty.gov.

Very truly yours,

GAIL FARBER
Director of Public Works

( NNIS HUNTER, PLS PE~( Assistant Deputy Director

Land Development Division

RG:ca
P:\ldpub\CEOA\CDM-TD\Tehachapj Renewable Transmission Project_SDEIS.docx.doc
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Los Angeles County
Department of Regional Planning

Planningfor the Challenges Ahead

May 20, 2010

FROM:

William T Fujioka

Chief Executive Officer

Rlohard J. Bruckne~
Director 11:

nSUPPLI;MENTAI, DRAFT ENVIRONMENT AL IMPACT STATEMENT
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON
T~HACHAPI RENEWABLE TRANSMISSION PROJECT

TO:

SUBJËCT:

The Department of Regional Planning (DRP) submitted written comments on the Draft
Environmental Impact ReportStatement (DEIR/S) regarding Southern California
Edison's proposed Tehachapi Renewable Transmission Project (TRTP) on
April 6, 2009; On November 16, 2009, the DRP submitted comments on the Final
Environmental ImpaGt. Statement (FEIR/S). The comments related to potential
negative enviro mental .cts the project may create for. residents and properties
located with.i . . utiincorted commuriities of, Los Angeles County in proximity to

thß existing' and proposed Edison right-of-way designated to accommodate the project.
The DEIR/S and the FEIR/S were joint Federal and State environmental documents
prepared for review by the California Public Utilties Commission (CPUC) as the Lead
Agency under the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act and the
National Environmental Policy Act.

As the FEIRIS was about to be published by the CPUC the Forest Service decided to
prepare a Supplemental Draft EnvironmentallmpaGt Statement to address the changed
conditions caUsed by the Station Fire. The Forest Service and the CPUC agreed that
the further review of post-fire conditions by the Forest Service should not delay the
CPUC's separate decision' on the project. The CPUC proceeded with publication. of the
FEIRIS on October 30, 2009, issued a Proposed Decision for the project on
Novembèr 3, 2009 and certified the FEIR/S on December 7, 2009. A Notice of
Determination was. received from CPUC by the State Clearinghouse on
December 21, 2009. rhe CPUC action does not affect lands under Federal jurisdiction.
The TRTP has not, as yet, been approved on lands under the jurisdiction of the Forest
Service.
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TheDRP:hasnowcompleted review ofaSupplemental. Oraft.En"irônmentallrnpact ..'
Statement (SDEIS). TheSDEIS, has been prepared by the. United Stafes Department 

of .
. Agrícultute FotestService (ForestSèrvice) asAhetead Agèiicy 'under theprovisiöns òl.,

the Natióhal 'Environniental PolicyAcL ThéSDÈISwBs prepare:d .to.assessthe.': .
changed conditicmsCrE;ated bytheStatiön Firewhichburred approxirnately251 squate.'

.' .miles of ¡and within the Arigeles Natipnai Fote~t between Àugust26., 2009andOctåber.:
16,2009. ThebÙmed area includes large portions óf Segmeìit~ 6 and 11 of the projéct. .

. Ap'proxiroately 75% Qfthe. project area within the National.Foresfwas affected by the'h" ....... .. . .

. .In.additiôn, project changes propos.ed by' Southern'California" Edison following' :

completion ofthe DEIRlS, including riinØ c:ddifionaltransmissión to'Nersarid.changes iri .. ..'
.. tower design, additional heHcopter staging and :sopport areas, pÜllng/spIiCin~rlocåti()ns :

. 
and' . alternate' access.. rö.ads. .aiid' .changes 'in the' project'sst;hed ule;' are. analyzed' in. the .

SDEI$,AII ofthe proposedproje.cf changes ClqciresSedin the. 
document wil be located ..

withiiitlleboundariesof the Angeles National Forest. . . .. .' .. . .. . . .. .: . '. . .. . .. .. .
The foiiowing is a brief commentary røga'rdingproposed project thangas; within .the..:
boundaries of the Angeles National Forest: ." ...... .

. . Tran$rtis$iQn rOWérs . .. '.': ......... .... '. ..... . . .: ...... .... .....:.. ....,. .. . ....
. . SouthernCaliforniBEdison prClPosestoconstrùctnineadditionaltransmission towers.
within.the. Forest whichwete notåvølLiateda$ partot :the DEIRIS. Thaheight ofthE;'
newstn.lctÚres wil rahgeJtoni.147to '262feet,Whereasthetowers.thatwereoriginå!ly".

. proposed, the single-circuit500~kVdeltatowers,'wereproposed to have heights ranging'.
frornt07to 198 feet. ..' ...... ......

'. The new towers wil be double~eircuit.LSTstructu¡'es with no cross arms on the easterly .'
sides of thetowers,but wil include mi.ddlecrås.sarmslengthenedby eight feenor the ..'
purpose of providing protectiorifrom electrical arèingthat. could beaausèd by shedding ·

'orica. .'. . . . . . .. . " . . . .. . .. . '.' . '.'

Although the . $DEIS refers to the towers by numbered references, therèisnó'

accompanying map to 'depict theexClct IÓcation ofthe töwers~ The dÖcunièntstátesthat
towers wil be located on Segment 11whith is proposed to Junina north/southdirection .
between the Vincent Substation in theActonarea andthe Gould Substation located
above the City of La Canada Flintridge. ." . . ... . .. .. ... .... ... .... . - ... . .. ...... '" - .. .. ... .". ..' ... .. .. .. . .. . .. . .. . -.' .' '." ... .. .. .' - . . . .
.It would appear thatthe helghtenedtQwerswiH notcreate significant visiial impacts
to communitieson:eitherthenortherlyorsouthèrly boundarìesof the Po rest However,:. ..
without8map depiqting thei(exactIOGátiön;a:qeflniteconclusioncannöt ber;eache.d. ..'

. . . Thé document does. discusS visual. impact!: within the Forest butmákesrio. specific.
. 

reference to visualinipacts tel adjoining communities~ . . .. . ..
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. Page 3 . . . .. . .. . .. .. .. ...... . .. ....... ............. ... .. . -...... . . . . . . . . .. ." - ..' . .. .. . .. .' ..... . .. . . .. .
. TheSDEIS shouldmakespecificreferencetopotentialvisuålimpacts to communities ...

adjohiing the NatiorialF:orest. .... . . . . . . . . . . . . .
.. . 

Helicopter AssemblyVårdli(HAYs) . . . ..'
. Nine. additional Helicopter. Assembly Yards (HAYs) are 

proposed as staging . areas . for
. helicopters lhatwil be utilized in the construction of 33tòwers along Segments 6 and .'

'11. The SOBS states that additional towers maybe added to the list ofthoseculrél1t1y
. plåì1riedt6:be CQl'strlicted with the assistance Qfhelicopters. The HAYs disCl,ssed.in.

the SDEIS are:alliocated Withitittte boundaries of the NationaJ Forest. ". theSDEIS .'
. states that (feveioPriérit of th~àdditiohal Hl\Ysisihtendedloimpr-ovø the effciency .of

. thecoostl"uêtionoperation. . The docunientimpliesthatthisefficiency willrasult in.
redUced flighttirnefor thé helicoptersbutitdoesnot make àspecific.statementto thcit .6d . .. . .... . . .. . .... ... ..... . .. , . . . .. . . .. . .' ..'.. .. . .. .. .. . .. .. .'... . . . . .
NontaoftheproposectHAYs' arec;epicted as baing in proximity touninco.rporated:
corrrtunit¡es~" . . . . . . . . . . .

ACc:èSS RoadChang~s . .... . . . .. .. . . . . .
The OEIR/S statedthal the miles of new,improv.ed andmaintainéd roads on Forest.

. SerVicelåndsio Segmerits'6 aiid11wouldtotal'91 miles~ThêSDEIS.statês thatwith.
. .subsøqüentproposed.additions anddeletiori$ thetdtal Wil reach 98 miles. thø

. construction.. of apprqximatelysêven miles of àdd ¡tional'. i. npaved . roadways . within the..
National ForestdQescreate .the potential for an . increase 'inunauthQrized use of these .'

. roadways. The SDEISinciUdes. conflicting statements regarding the installation.of
. gates. The DRP strongly advocates the installation ofheavy~duty steel. gates . by. .

SouthernCaliforniå Edisôn åt the èntrancesofthè neW roadways. Thègatesshduldbe '. ..'
secùred dudng nighttme hourswhehconstrÜctionis nottakingplacè. They should be
perman.entlysècured, excepffor accessbyauthórized persqnnel, following completion.
ofconstruction activites.... . .. . .. ...... ....... .

One ofthe primary changes to project construction resulting fronT the' Slation' Fire noted'..
in theSDEISwlnbethe'increased need for road repairs. and reconstruction. Residents .'.
attempting to' utilze the Forest. for . recreational purposes canèxpectadditional.'
inconveniences. as a result of the.cumulative impacts.. -Öf projecHelated and firE:Hèlated. . .
roadway repair/construction activities within the boundaries of the NatiOnal Forest
Therefore; the DRP recommends that the movement of heavy, slow moving,
project.reiated equipment not be allowed during the. weekends on roadways:accessed.
by the general public within the National Forest" . .. .. ... .. . . ..,. .. . .. . ... .. ... .... . . ..... . .
.It does not appear that proposed . roadway. repair/construction workwilimpact .. ..'

. unincorporated area communities.
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. .WireSetupPuUing/Splicing Site Changes ....... . .........: .... ........ .... . .'.
The . locations for thre~ wire. setup pulHng/splicingsites'are propqsød to be changed~. .

The sites atå IQcations where pUllng and splicing QtWireswil take'place. Each of the .'
sitesis'located in.closë proximity to äproposed.transmissiontowerwithinth e Forest...,'. . .. . . . ... . .. .
No additl"nalirnpactstoadJoining unincorporated areacommul1ities are anticipated as
a result otthese new locations.. . . .. .. ... ...... . .. .. ... .. .. ..

.'Construction.Schedule ". . .'. ". . .' ". . '. ". .... '. ". . '. .' . .

. The DËIRISånticip~ledthat TRTP construction woUld~eginin d October 
Of. 2010 for '.

. Segments 6 and 11 within.thtiNatiQnâIForest. TheSEIScUrrentiyanticipatesa starting
dClte. .in December. of 201 O,a two month delay; C9hÌpleticjn. of the. project is .estimated
for Oecëmbêr 2014... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . ',' . - ... ... . .. .. .. .. ... .. ... . ..' .... ...... . . . . . . .. ....... ...

. .... .No sdditi(jrialimp~ct$ to adJoining unincorporêlt~dareacomniunities are êlnticipåtE;das .. ..
arêsLJltofthe proposed change iii schedúle;' . . . .. ... . .. . .. . .. _.... .. . .. .. .. ..

. . Helicopter Slaging.Ateås for Operations and:Mliritetlance' .. ." ...
Thè DEI RISdescribedascenario. 'ili which helicopter staging areas WoÜldbè' .

'sbåndonedändreclairnedbiolbgically. 'Irdhe DRPcommentary dated April 6, 2009, we .'
. .rèc6rihiehd~d thåt the staging areas 'be màhitained .for'possiblefutüreusø by the .
. . County Fire Department during . brush:fire sceri'arios. . TheFEIRlS, did not respoi1ti .
'favorably:to .quq;roposal: .............

.' . Currently the.SDEISproposes'thåtheiicopter stà.ging tireas be continuously Ilaintained .
for .thepurpóse'ot:actömm6dating hålicopters'thafwil beu$ed for themaintenancé of . ..'
tiîStransmissiontowers. DRPsupport~Ùhisproposalbècåuse it caii allow for Joint use'.

. ôLthe helicopter staging areas by Southern California Edison,. the Fore.st Service and.
the LOs Angelès County. FireahdSheriffsDepäiiments~The :negåti"e . impact tò .
biological resourceswould beveryminoL' ... . . .. . .' .. .... . . . . ... _.'.. . . ... _. . . .... . - .. .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . _. .. . _. . - ... . - . .... . . - . .

Theproposedongoingmairitenance of helicopter staging areas with in the boundáries of .' ..
the NationalForE;st has a pot$ritially beneficial impact for adjoining Uninçorporated areacommunities......,. ...... .. ". .. -. . .' . .. . .. . ... ... ... .. ... ... .. ... -. .. .
. ShÒuldyoLJhaveanyauestiönsorcöncerns., please cOht61Gt me at (213) .914-6401 or .
Paul..' McCarthy ..of "my. . : staff .... at ".(213) .974-6461 'or via .'. è-mail .. at.

. . . pmccarthy~plarininaJacountV~aov, Monday. through" Thursday.' fr:orn . 7:00 . áiT. .. tl' '.
.6:00 p.rr.QuroffGesare closed on Fridays. ... . .... . ... .... . . '. .
. RJB:PM:' m .......... p


